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(54)IMAGE FORMING DEVICE 

(57)Abstract: 



PURPOSE: To prevent a paper exhastion from 
occurring by a method wherein In an Image forming 
device connected to a plurality of host devices, a paper 
residual amount in a paper supply cassette Is detected, 
and if the paper residual amount is judged to be smaller 
than a set amount, a signal related to the effect is 
transmitted to the host devices. 

CONSTITUTION: In a printer, a controller 1 forms an 
image in accordance with printing data or control 
instructions from host computers 4, and the data is 
outputted to an engine 2 to be printed. A paper supply 
cassette is loaded on the engine 2. A paper residual 
amount in the paper supply cassette is judged by 
detecting the height of a movable bottom plate by a 
sensor. In this invention, when a CPU 10 judges a 
paper residual amount to be smaller than a set amount 
in accordance with data related to the paper residual 
amount from the sensor, a near empty message is 
transmitted to all the host computers 4 to be displayed 
as printer information in the host computers 11, 
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